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Ryan Lawn & Tree Supports Turf
Research at K-State

Rodney St. John, Ryan Lawn & Tree, presents Dale Bremer with a check
for $10,000 for research & education at K-State during the Kansas
Turfgrass Conference in December. Ryan Lawn & Tree has been donating
money to K-State since 1997! We sincerely appreciate their support of our
turfgrass research efforts!

Meet the
Newly Elected
Board Members

Message from
the President
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve as your
president for 2018. There are lots of exciting opportunities
and challenges coming for the future of the KTF.

Steve Dale

Steve is the owner of JoJac's Landscape & Mowing, Inc. in Haysville
which serves the Wichita, Haysville,
Derby, and Mulvane area. He has been
a past board member, as well as a past
president of the KTF in 2009. He has
been in the lawn and tree care business
for 39 years and has been a member of
the KTF for 30+ years. He is also a
member of the Kansas Arborist Association. With his past
experience in the lawn and tree care industry, as well as past
KTF experience, he looks forward to working again with
everyone in the Foundation and all the members. He also
looks forward to representing his area of Kansas.

We just finished a great conference in December. Attendance
was up over last year and the offering of speakers and subjects were top notch. We thank all of you that attended the
conference and all the monetary support from our industry
partners. If you have any thoughts on subjects for the next
conference, please get in touch with me or any of the other
board members. We want to keep this turf conference one of
the best in the Midwest. Mark your calendars now for December 4-6, 2018 in Topeka.

Please help me welcome the new members of the board, Jeff
White, Indian Hills CC, Steve Dale, JoJac’s Landscape &
Mowing and Wes Kleffner, Bayer. This will be Jeff’s first
term on the board, with both Steve and Wes returning as past
presidents. Also, Matt Miller has accepted the position of
vice president. Thank you all for your time and dedication.
This year’s field day will be at Rocky Ford on August 2nd.
There are new NTEP trials and many drought and environmental studies for this year.

Wes Kleffner

Wes is an Area Sales Manager for Bayer
covering the states of Kansas, Missouri,
and Colorado. Prior to joining Bayer, he
spent ten years at Ryan Lawn and Tree
in Kansas City. He graduated from KState with a degree in golf course management before moving to the big island
of Hawaii to construct The Club at Hokulia. “Turfgrass research and the advancement of the industry is a great passion of mine. Education and promotion
of better turfgrass will be key in growth and vitality of the
industry. The Kansas Turfgrass Foundation is the vehicle to
successfully meet these goals.”

There have been lower numbers of students participating in
turf-associated subjects across the country. If you know of
anyone interested in the industry, please encourage them to
think about turf as a career. The industry is aging and there
will be ample opportunities in the future. Soon, K-State will
be sending out surveys to alumni about their experiences on
their career path. Keep your eyes open for these and return
them quickly so they can be tabulated.
Lastly, we are excited that the conference will be moving to
Manhattan in 2019. Make plans to build new traditions in our
new location! (Mike Kipper)

Mark the Dates!

Jeff White, CGCS

Jeff is the Golf Course and Grounds
Manager for Indian Hills Country
Club. He has been with IHCC since
April 2013. He has held similar positions in the KC metro area including
Lake Quivira CC and Falcon Ridge
GC. He began his career in the area as
an assistant superintendent in 1993 at
Alvamar Golf and Country Club. Jeff is
a longtime member of the KGCSA,
HAGCSA, & KTF. He enjoys the comradery, knowledge
sharing, and networking that comes with being an active
member of the local associations. He is a Past President of
the HAGCSA.

August 2, 2018
Turfgrass Field Day
Manhattan
August 27, 2018
KGCSA Scholarship &
Research Golf Tournament
Wichita CC
December 4, 5 & 6, 2017
Kansas Turfgrass Conference
Topeka
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injury than those growing other cultivars or common types.
That said, I remember having a conversation with Dr.
Charles Taliaferro, emeritus Professor at Oklahoma State
University and renowned turfgrass breeder who developed
several of these cultivars. I once commented to him that he
had made bermudagrass winter proof for the transition zone.
His response – “It’s still berMOOdagrass, Jack” (I’m trying
to recreate his southern drawl). In other words – yes, he had
improved the tolerance to cold, but if it gets cold enough for
long enough, even these new cultivars are susceptible to injury. What temperatures cause damage? Well, in research
done at OSU in controlled freezing chamber, the killing temperature at the stolon level for Tifway, a nonhardy cultivar,
was about 20 F (Anderson and others, 2002) – take note, the
soil surface temperature in Manhattan on Jan. 1 this year was
likely approaching this number! Midlawn, on the other
hand, had a stolon killing temperature of about 17 F. Based
upon field observations, it’s likely that the new bermudagrass cultivars Northbridge and Latitude 36 possess cold
hardiness equivalent to or better than Midlawn. Keep in
mind, however, plants evaluated in research using freeze
chambers aren’t usually exposed to low temperatures for an
extended period of time. So, it’s possible that longer exposure to temperatures slightly higher than these could result in
winter injury.

Overcoming Turf Winter
Injury May Become a
2018 Resolution
The term “winter injury” covers a lot of possible problems,
including damage caused by low temperatures, desiccation,
and disease. The fall and winter of 2017-2018 have been
ripe with conditions that could cause freezing injury and/or
desiccation.
Freezing Injury
Warm-season grasses are most likely to suffer freezing injury. Which of the warm-season grasses are most susceptible?
– bermudagrass first, then zoysiagrass. Those growing buffalograss have little to be concerned about.

The extent of low temperature injury depends upon how low
temperatures get, and how long they’re low. The concern
comes with the temperature that the plant experiences at its
growing point – the crown. So, it’s really the temperature at
or just below the soil surface that makes a difference. Soil is
a great temperature buffer – if the crowns are surrounded by
soil, they’re less likely to experience temperatures that can
cause injury. So far this winter, there have three dates on
which the low air temperature dropped below 0 F in Manhattan: Dec. 27 (-4); Dec. 31 (-6); and Jan. 1 (-9). Without soil
as a buffer, this is cold enough to kill just about all warmseason grasses. Fortunately, we can rely on soil surrounding
crowns to buffer the low temperature the plant tissue experiences. Even on Jan. 1 when the air temperature was -9, the
soil temperature at a 2 inch depth was 28 F (and probably
colder just below the soil surface, although we don’t record
that temperature at weather station sites). Freezing injury in
warm-season grasses is most common when thatch accumulates. Crowns become elevated in the thatch, which doesn’t
have the capacity to a buffer low temperatures like soil.
Therefore, a good strategy for reducing winter injury in bermuda and zoysia is to keep thatch under control.
Bermuda winter injury on an entry and exit point near a put-

Freezing injury on a bermuda athletic field.
Zoysiagrass
Meyer is the standard and is very cold hardy; research at KState showed it can tolerate crown-level temperatures as low
as 10 F (Okeyo and others, 2011). In Missouri, Dunn and
others (1999) reported Meyer could tolerate stolon temperatures down to 0 F for a short period. Innovation zoysiagrass,
the new cultivar that K-State recently released with Texas
A&M, is as cold hardy as Meyer, as are the seeded cultivars
Zenith and Compadre. Managing zoysiagrass like tall fescue
or Kentucky bluegrass – i.e., more irrigation and nitrogen –
will increase thatch production and the likelihood of winter
injury. During wet winters, zoysiagrass growing in low areas where water accumulates can also experience winter injury. This is the result of what is called “crown hydration
injury,” in which crowns absorb a lot of water and are more
succulent and susceptible to freezing. This fall and winter
have been dry, so this type of winter injury is less likely this
year unless the turf has been over irrigated.

ting green in Oklahoma.

The possibility for winter injury of all of these grasses increases if they’re grown in shade or under traffic stress.
Shade restricts photosynthesis during the growing season and
reduces the levels of starch and sugars in the growing points.
Traffic just adds another stress that makes it more difficult
for the grasses to recover.

Bermudagrass
Those growing the bermudagrass cultivars Midlawn, Midiron, Patriot, Northbridge, or Latitdue 36, Riviera, or Yukon
will be less likely to experience winter

3

Rocky Ford Update

Equipment Dealers that
Support K-State Turf
for Use at Rocky Ford

Happy New Year! I hope your 2018 will
be an awesome year!
As always, it was great seeing everyone at
the Kansas Turf Conference in December.
A big thank you to all the vendors at the
show. They are listed in this newsletter.
Be sure to support these companies
when you are buying products or
equipment!

Excel Sales
Out-front Rotary Mower
Z-Spray Sprayer/Fertilizer Spreader
John Deere Landscapes &
L.T. Rich Products, Inc.

What’s happening at Rocky Ford this winter? As most of
you are doing, I am getting the equipment ready for another
year.

Kansas Golf & Turf

Electric Greens Mower
Smithco Sprayer

On the new area we acquired for turf research, only part of
the irrigation has been installed. We must finish it this
spring. I have talked with the Kansas Golf Course Supt.
Assn. and we hope to have a couple of work days in March
to get it completed. I will let everyone know the dates and if
you are available, we would appreciate the help!

Professional Turf Products
Toro Triplex Greensmower

Once again, thanks to all who donated products and equipment to Rocky Ford and Olathe. Thanks to Ken Massey and
Jesco Products for the lapping compound I received last
week. I have twisted my son-in-law’s arm and he will be
grinding our reels this year. Thank you, Nic!
The Turf Field Day will be in Manhattan this year on August
2. Also, congratulations to Mark Willmore at the Olathe
Center, who is a proud grandpa for the first time!
(Cliff Dipman)

RMI Golf Carts
Utility Cart
Van Wall Equipment Co./John Deere
John Deere Triplex Tee Mower
If your company is interested in supporting
K-State turfgrass research by providing equipment,
contact Cliff Dipman at
(785) 539-9133.

KGCSA Donates to Turf Research at K-State

KGCSA President, Jason Reiswig, presented a $20,000 donation from the Kansas Golf Course Superintendents Association to be used for turfgrass research
at K-State. The money was raised at their annual Scholarship and Research
Tournament. This year the S&R tournament will be held August 27 at Wichita
CC.
We appreciate the support the KGCSA provides each year!
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Overoming Turf Winter Injury
(cont.)
Desiccation
Since October 7, 2017, we’ve had only 0.66 inches of precipitation in Manhattan. The autumn of 2017 was quite dry
throughout much of Kansas and some turf managers were
irrigating well into December. These dry conditions going
into winter will increase the risk of desiccation damage –
especially if these conditions continue, and turf managers
don’t have the capability to water. Traditionally, desiccation injury is most common when soil is frozen in Februrary
and March, and there is no snow cover. When a strong south
wind comes about, and air temperatures warm into the 50s
and 60s, there is a water demand for the crown that the roots
can’t provide in frozen soil. As a result, turf may suffer from
desiccation. Most grasses can suffer desiccation injury;
however, the thatch-producing grasses are most susceptible.
Creeping bentgrass at putting green height on sand-based
greens is quite susceptible – especially if it’s growing on
elevated areas. We have had years in the past where fairway
-height creeping bentgrass suffered more injury than that at
putting green height. This is likely the result of roots being
elevated in an organic/thatch layer at the higher height, but
not at putting green heights. The roots elevated in the thatch
quickly dry out and can’t supply the plant with water. Bentgrass isn’t alone, however. Desiccation injury often occurs
on zoysiagrass, bermudagrass, and even Kentucky bluegrass.
If our dry conditions persist, be aware of this as late winter
temperatures warm when the soil is remains frozen.

Dessication injury on an elevated Meyer zoysia area on a
golf course.
Be prepared
For those growing bermudagrass, in particular, it may be one
of those winters where it makes sense to take cup cutter samples in February or March and put the turf on an inside window sill or in a greenhouse, if you have one available. Give
it a few weeks and see how much turf recovery you have
from those plugs. If it appears winter injury has occurred, a
change of spring plans may be in order. This might include
resodding or reseeding and potentially delaying application
of pre- and postemergence herbicides. Regarding the potential for desiccation, it may be necessary to deliver water to
the turf in the next couple of months if we don’t see a reprieve from the dry conditions. In the mean time, let’s cross
our fingers and hope for slightly warmer temperatures and
some precipitation! (Jack Fry)

Dessication injury on a thatchy bentgrass putting green.

https://www.facebook.com/Kansas-Turfgrass-Foundation-138965519535526/?fref=ts
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Can-do in Kansas:
The 2017 Kansas Turfgrass
Conference

Dr. Bruce Martin, Clemson University, talks on
new fungicides for turf
disease control.

The 67th annual Kansas Turfgrass Conference drew hundreds of attendees, including a new one who has been influencing the industry for years.
During his lengthy and decorated career, Bruce Martin,
Ph.D., had never passed along his wisdom in boots-on-theground fashion in a certain heartland state.
Well, Martin can now check that one off his places-to-speak
list — just in time, too. Martin, who is retiring in June, has
spent the past two days in Kansas as a guest presenter in the
67th annual Kansas Turfgrass Conference in Topeka. Martin,
plant pathologist at Clemson University’s Pee Dee Research
and Education Center in Florence, S.C., was invited to participate by his friends Jack Fry, Ph.D., and Megan Kennelly,
Ph.D, both with Kansas State University’s turfgrass program.
“I have been to Kansas, but had not spoken at a turfgrass
conference here,” says Martin, who has received GCSAA’s
Col. John Morley Distinguished Service Award and the Fred
V. Grau Turfgrass Science Award. “I’ve spoken in probably
40 states, but never here. They have such a good program at
K-State; they really haven’t needed me.”

Dr. Gregg Munshaw,
University of Kentucky, talks about
managing bermudagrass sports fields in
cool climates.

Approximately 600 people signed up for the three-day event,
which includes a trade show and concludes Thursday. Those
in attendance have been able to hear from experts such as
Martin; Charles Fontanier, Ph.D., of Oklahoma State University; Gregg Munshaw, Ph.D., of the University of Kentucky;
and Cole Thompson, Ph.D., of the University of Nebraska.

Munshaw discussed management practices to reduce pesticide use. “They (pests) make the grass look bad. When the
grass looks bad, somebody is pointing the finger at somebody,” said Munshaw, later adding, “If you have to treat curatively, get the pests while they’re small.”
The Kansas GCSA and Ryan Lawn & Tree each made monetary donations to K-State’s program. “We’re hoping with this
money that we are helping you (conference attendees) solve
your problems,” said Candice Shoemaker, Ph.D., who oversees the university’s horticulture department.
One issue facing K-State is the turfgrass student population.
There are only 27 students in the golf course/sports turf program, which 15 years ago boasted more than 120 students.
“Employers are having a hard time finding qualified employees,” said Steve Keeley, Ph.D., professor in turfgrass research at K-State. “But we think it’s a good time to get in.
High school students in particular are not working outside
and getting exposed to this industry. Look out for that. Bring
them in. We’re all going to need them for this business.”
Attending events like the Kansas Turfgrass Conference is
important to GCSAA Class A superintendent Nathan
Ratzlaff. “You learn, network, and it’s a chance to show support to the vendors who help us out throughout the year,”
says Ratzlaff, a five-year association member. “It’s just a
good experience.” (Howard Richman, GCM, Dec 07, 2017)

Attendees at the Kansas Turfgrass Conference in Topeka
find out how well they really know their pests in KSU’s
Pesticide Booth Challenge.
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2017 Kansas Turfgrass Conference
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THANK YOU to the
2017 Kansas Turfgrass Conference in conjunction with K NLA—Exhibitors
Please support the companies that support us!

BASF
Nathan Mezera
4615 N. 165th St.
Omaha, NE 68116
(913) 323-1671
nathan.mezera@basf.com
Bayer
Wes Kleffner
12810 Perry St.
Overland Park, KS 66213
(913) 205-5381
wes.kleffner@bayer.com
C3 Technology
Jake Aller
1115 210th St.
Keota, IA 52248
(319) 653-1881
jake@c3ot.com
Commercial Turf & Tractor
Bryan Wood
P.O. Box 724
Chillicothe, MO 64601
800-748-7497
comturf@greenhills.net
Coyote Landscape Products
Norm Kleber
33460 N. Lone Rock Ln.
Wildwood, IL 60030
(847) 693-9348
nkleber@coyotelsp.com
DOW Agro Sciences
Colleen Derksen
4579 Laclede Ave., #360
St. Louis, MO 63108
(317) 691-6982
cmderksen@dow.com
Ewing Irrigation Products
Kirby Soph
1495 E. Kansas City Rd.
Olathe, KS 66061
(913) 930-8`86
ksoph@ewing1.com

FX Luminaire
Ken Simons
10689 Oregon Trail Ln.
Blair, NE 68008
(402) 431-3030

Gard’N Wise
John Bruntzel
1515 East 29th St. North
Wichita, KS 67219
(316) 838-1474
johnb@gardnwise.com
Grass Pad Inc.
Todd Winkelman
425 N. Rawhide
Olathe, KS 66061
(913) 764-4100
todd@grasspad.com
Growth Products
Paul Hoffmann
11307 Fairway Dr.
Creve Couer, MO 634151
(314) 606-6868
phoffmann@growthproducts.com
Helena Chemical Co.
Brian Ruder
8215 Hedge Lane Terrace
Shawnee, KS 66223
(913) 706-5521
ruderb@helenachemical.com
Hummert International
August Hummert III
4500 Earth City Expressway
Earth City, MO 63045
(314) 506-4526
kkulich@hummert.com
Hunter Industries
Steve Lindner
2541 SW Winter Valley Ct.
Lees Summit, MO 64081
(816) 260-6079
Hustler Turf Equipment
Brent Larson
601 Industrial Rd.
Hesston, KS 66502
(785) 410-9818
blarson@excelii.com
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Jesco Products
Ken Massey
P.O. Box 57506
Oklahoma City, OK 73157
800-422-4748
jesco@jescoproducts.com
Kansas Dept. of Ag
Laurinda Ramonda
6531 SE Forbes Ave., Ste. B
Topeka, KS 66619
(785) 564-6698
laurinda.ramonda@ks.gov
Kansas Golf & Turf
Mike Simon
5701 N. Chuzy
Wichita, KS 67219
(316) 267-9111
msimon@kansasgt.com
M & M Golf Cars
Kris Casburn
4252 NE Port Dr.
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064
(816) 795-7575
kcasburn@mmgolfcars.com
Midwest Laser Leveling
Martin Lane
231 NE 50th St.
Topeka, KS 66617
(785) 608-0195
midwestlaserleveling@gmail.com
Midwest Premier Turf
Nathan Lykkegaard
1514 Brett St.
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
(319) 540-1969
midwestpremierturf@gmail.com
Midwest Turf
David Hunter
4021 W. 95th St.
Overland Park, KS 66207
(913) 642-7202
dhunter74@sbcglobal.net

PBI-Gordon
Don Frantz
6435 Nassau Ct.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80130
(303) 718-7693
dfrantz@pbigordon.com

Reinders, Inc.
Mike Maas
19942 W. 162nd St., #D
Olathe, KS 66062
(913) 217-0650
mmaas@reinders.com

The Andersons
Darrin Johnson
2303 W. 10th Ave.
Indianola, IA 50125
(515) 249-8980
darrin_johnson@andersonsinc.com

Precision Turf Products
Barry Siems
4072 S. 97th Rd.
Bolivar, MO 65613
(417) 298-1828
bearman1@windstream.net

Sharp Bros. Seed Co.
Jeff Allen
1005 S. Sycamore
Healy, KS 67850
(620) 398-2231
jeff.allen@sharpseed.com

Topeka Sod Farm
Rick Farrant
6506 Cherokee Lane
Ozawkie, KS 66070
(785) 640-2896
rick.farrant@greatlifegolf.com

Professional Turf Products
Brad Gray
10935 Eicher Dr.
Lenexa, KS 66219
(913) 915-6783
grayb@proturf.com

Simplot Partners
Dwight Abbey
2155 N. Tee Time Ct.
Wichita, KS 67212
(620) 344-0804
dwight.abbey@simplot.com

Van Diest Supply
Tony Bennett
1521 West 1st
McCook, NE 69001
(308) 340-6314
tony.bennett@vdsc.com

Quali-Pro
Mike Daugherty
522 TaakeDr.
Troy, IL 62294
(618) 513-5001

SiteOne Landscape Supply
Kurt Erb
8231 S. Port Dr.
Manhattan, KS 66502
(785) 539-0128
kerb@siteone.com

Van Wall Equipment Co.
Richard Shumate
1362 S. Enterprise St.
Olathe, KS 66061
(913) 397-6009
richard.shumate@vanwall.com

Stihl
Kevin Viestenz
808 W. Hwy. 34
Marble Hill, MO 63764
(316) 655-5331

Williams Lawn Seed
Leon Williams
P.O. Box 112
Maryville, MO 64468
(660) 582-4614
leon@wls.com

Quikrete
Bryan Lee
2806 N. Ridge
Wichita, KS 67205
(316) 7 21-3900
blee@quikrete.com
Redexim Turf Products
Ryan Lock
1306 Faith Lane
Carthage, MO 64836
(417) 262-0960
ryan@redeximturfproducts.com

Syngenta
Paul Carlson
19 ½ Spoede Lane
St. Louis, MO 63141
(314) 308-0330
paul.carlson@syngenta.com

Exhibitor Bingo Winners
Thank you to all the exhibitors who participated in the Exhibitor Bingo. Prize winners
of $150 each went to Jesse Ferguson (left)
and Jason Reiswig (right).
Congratulations!
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WinField
Shawn Spann
900 Hidden Meadows
Hutchinson, KS 67501
(620) 899-8064
shspann@landolakes.com

Toro Hosts K-State Turf Students and Faculty at
World Headquarters
Fourteen students and five faculty and staff visited Toro World Headquarters in Minneapolis between September 27 and 29. Toro
sponsored the trip that allowed attendees to get an up-close look at the Toro Company and its manufacturing processes. In addition,
the group visited US Bank Stadium where the Minnesota Vikings play (and location of the 2018 Super Bowl) and Hazeltine National
Golf Club, which hosted the 2016 Ryder Cup. Chris Tritabaugh, golf course superintendent, led the group onto the course to discuss
some cutting-edge maintenance practices he uses. Our thanks goes out to all those at Toro for hosting us, and more specifically to Mr.
Jim Heinze and Mr. Boyd Montgomery who encouraged us to take the trip, and then led us on an incredible two-day visit.

Blast from the Past
This “Okie” has been coming to the Kansas
Turfgrass Conference as a vendor for over 15
years. Photo taken in 2003.
Answer on page 12.
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Sponsors at the Kansas Turfgrass Conference
in conjunction with KNLA
BIRDIE SPONSORS

Kansas Turfgrass Conference Moving to
Manhattan in 2019!
In December, 2019 the Kansas Turf Conference will move to the
Hilton Garden Inn, Manhattan, KS. The conference was originally held on the K-State campus (1950—1980) and made brief
stops in Overland Park (1981-1984) and Wichita (1985—1987),
moving to Topeka in 1988.
The KTF Board saw value in bringing the conference back to
Manhattan. The plan at this point will be Manhattan in 2019,
Topeka in 2020, Manhattan in 2021 and then re-evaluated.
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Interested in Joining the
KTF Founders Society?

KTF Membership Directory
A 2018 KTF Membership Directory will be mailed out in
mid-February. If you have not paid your membership
dues and want to receive a directory and continue receiving the newsletter, conference and field day fliers, and
updates, please fill out the 2018 KTF Membership form
and send with payment by February 5 at http://
www.kansasturfgrassfoundation.com/

The Kansas Turfgrass Foundation Founders Society was
established in 1990 to provide support for research and education in turfgrass science. Faculty at K-State conduct research to help solve problems associated with turfgrass culture in Kansas. Joining the Founders Society is one more
way your company can help support the goals of the KTF.
Any lawn care company, golf course, parks department,
sports complex, association, or individual who benefits from
turfgrass research should consider becoming a KTF Founder.
Membership is accomplished by a one-time donation of
$1,000 (payable at once or in installments) to the KTF
Founders’ Investment Account. Golf courses and others
who work from an annual operating budget may want to include KTF Founders membership in the upcoming year.
Interest accrued will be used to compliment annual research
contributions.

Blast from the Past
And the answer is………...Ken Massey, Jesco Products
(Oklahoma City, OK).

Complete the KTF Founders Society application at the end
of this newsletter and join the turfgrass research team working to improve turfgrass quality in Kansas!

Check out the K-State Turfgrass Blog
at:

https://blogs.k-state.edu/turf/

KTF Founders Society Members
Bayer Environmental Science
Flint Hills National Golf Club
Gard’N Wise
Merrin Godfrey
Heart of America Golf Course Supt. Assn.
Jim Heinze
.
Kanscapes, Inc.
Kansas City CC
Kansas Golf Assn.
Kansas Golf Course Supt. Assn.
McPherson College

Midwest Turf
Prairie Dunes CC
Professional Grounds Management
Ryan Lawn & Tree
Gregg Snyder
Syngenta
Don Tannahill
Turf Professional Equipment
Williams Lawn Seed

A $1,000 contribution (at once, or over time) is all that is required to become a KTF Founder. Our goal is to recruit a
total of 100 Founders over the next several years. These funds are untouched with hope that one day accumulated
interest will help to support turfgrass research.
For more information on how to become a KTF Founders Society member, contact Jack Fry, Horticulture Division,
1712 Claflin, 2021 Throckmroton, Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS (785) 532-1430 jfry@ksu.edu
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Long-time KTF Member Retires
After 47 years in the turf industry, Dennis Whiteford, Reinders, retired at the end of 2017. Congratulations, Dennis!
How long were you a sales rep with Reinders? I was blessed with the opportunity to bring Reinders to the Kansas and Missouri market
over 9 years ago. I used my knowledge and experience to hire a sales staff, find a warehouse location, and set up an operations system
that continues to grow today.. I was also responsible for over 100 accounts in Kansas and Missouri
What did you do prior to Reinders? I was a CGCS at 2 courses in Kansas City, was the owner of D & D Turf Supply, and worked for
BWI, Helena Chemical, Pro Source One, Mid-America Industrial Equipment, and Professional Turf Supply.

I started working at Smiley’s Golf Complex when I was 14 years old and
loved it. After attending college, I was pleased to be the first employee of the new Overland Park GC under Larry
Flatt and the rest is history.
How did you get interested in the turf business?

What will you miss most about being a sales rep in the turf industry? I will miss all the friends and acquaintances I have made over the
47 years in the turf industry. I will miss being able to help other professionals with my experience and knowledge of turf products and
the turf industry.

What won’t you miss? I won’t miss sales quotas, the hours spent on the roads with crazy drivers, and sales meetings.
What are you looking forward to the most in retirement? Doing things at my own pace, spending more time with my children, grandchildren, and my wife, and traveling to discover new adventures.

Graduate Student Wins
National Award

Horticulture Graduate
Student Awarded First Place
at K-State Graduate Research Forum

Mingying Xiang, Ph.D. Graduate Student in Turfgrass is one of this year's
recipients of the prestigious Chris Stiegler Travel Award. She will formally
receive the award at the annual meeting
of the Crop Science Society of America/
American Society of Agronomy/Soil
Science Society of America.

K-State HNR graduate student, Ross
Braun competed in the poster competition against other K-State graduate
students at the 2017 Kansas State
Graduate Research, Arts, and Discovery Forum in Manhattan, KS. Ross
placed 1st in the Agricultural Sciences
poster session and was awarded a
$500 scholarship prize, the title of his
poster was “Nitrous Oxide Emissions
in a Turfgrass Environment.”

Congratulations Mingying! She is recognized for her academic achievements in
the classroom, research accomplishments, and leadership
activities.
Mingying's research is focused on evaluating zoysiagrass
breeding lines for cold hardiness, quality, and resistance to
the disease large patch along with studying the potential for
tall fescue-zoysiagrass blends to reduce the disease brown
patch while maintaining overall summer quality.
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Kansas Turfgrass Foundation Founders Society
Membership Form

☐

I am interested in joining KTFFS. Enclosed is $1,000

☐

I am interested in joining KTFFS using the payment plan. Enclosed is $ ______

Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Organization _______________________________________________________________________
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________ State ________ Zip ______________________________
Phone number _______________________E-mail _________________________________________

Payment

☐ Check payable to Kansas Turfgrass Foundation enclosed.
☐ Please invoice
☐ Credit card type: _________________ No. ___________________________________________
Exp. Date: ______________________ Security code: _______________
Name on card: ___________________________________________________________________
Please send to:
Kansas Turfgrass Foundation
Attn.: Christy Dipman
1712 Claflin, 2021 Throckmorton
Manhattan, KS 66506-5507
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