
 

 
Horticulture and Natural Resources 
1712 Claflin, 2021 Throckmorton Plant Sciences Center 
Manhattan, KS 66506-5507 
(785) 532-6173 

 

The Kansas Turf and Ornamentals Field Day 
program is designed for all segments of the turf 
and ornamentals industry — lawn care, athletic 
fields, golf courses, sod farms, landscape 
contractors, nursery growers, and grounds 
maintenance. Included on the program are 
research presentations, problem diagnosis, 
commercial exhibits, and equipment displays. 
There will be time to see current research, talk 
to the experts, and get the answers to your 
questions. 

 
We hope to see you on Thursday, August 6! 

 

 

Ross Braun, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Turfgrass Science 
A.J. Lindsey, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Turfgrass 
Science, Extension Specialist 

 

Thursday 

August 6, 2026 

 
This institution is committed to providing equal 
opportunity for participation in all programs, 
services, and activities. Program information may be 
available in languages other than English. Language 
access requests and reasonable accommodations 
for persons with disabilities, including alternative 
means of communication (e.g., Braille, large print, 
and American Sign Language), may be requested by 
contacting Dr. Cheryl Boyer four weeks prior to the 
start of the event (July 9, 2026) at (785) 532-3504 or 
hnrextdir@ksu.edu. Requests received after this date 
will be honored when it is feasible to do so. Language 
access services, such as interpretation or translation 
of vital information, will be provided free of charge to 
limited English proficient individuals upon request. 
 

Kansas State University is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

 
John C. Pair Horticulture 

Research and Extension Center 
1901 E. 95th St. S., Haysville, KS 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
 

Kansas 
Turf and Ornamentals 
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Kansas Turf & Ornamentals Field Day 
August 6, 2026 

8:00 a.m. Registration (coffee, donuts)    
Visit Exhibitors 

8:45 a.m. Welcome 
 

9:00 a.m.  TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

♦ NTEP Tall Fescue and Bermudagrass Trials                  
— Dr. A.J. Lindsey 
These National Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP) 
trials are testing cultivar performance under zero 
irrigation. See which entries maintain quality, color, 
and persistence under water-limited conditions. 

 

♦ Disease Management in Turf and Ornamentals        
— Judy O’Mara 
Get the latest information on turf and ornamental 
diseases observed this season. Learn about 
environmental drivers and management practices to 
reduce disease pressure. 

 

♦ Turfgrass Cultivation Tips — Dr. Ross Braun 
A little thatch is good, but over half an inch can be 
problematic. Learn how aerification and other key 
cultivation practices can prevent buildup, cure 
existing issues, and keep your turf resilient. 

 

♦ Summertime Turf Weed Control Tips                             
— Dr. Aaron Patton (Purdue University) 
Good turf practices—proper irrigation, fertilization, 
aerification, mowing, and species selection—help 
prevent weeds, but some still invade. Learn how to 
control crabgrass, goosegrass, yellow nutsedge, 
and prostrate spurge, including product selection, 
application strategies, and tank-mixing options. 

 

♦ Annual Flower Trial, Mulch Trial, and Water-Wise 
Landscapes — Matthew McKernan, Brenna Johnson, 
Alex Stanton, Dr. Cheryl Boyer 
Explore annual flower trials to identify top performing 
selections for Kansas landscapes, then learn how 
mulch type and management affect soil moisture and 
temperature. Compare plant palettes under irrigation 
levels ranging from minimal to maximal.  

♦ Insect Management in Turf and Ornamentals  
— Dr. Raymond Cloyd 
Review key insect pests affecting turfgrass and 
ornamental plants in Kansas. We will discuss 
identification, life cycles, and integrated 
management strategies. 

 

♦ Ornamental Tree Evaluations                            
— Dr. Jason Griffin 
Observe tree trials focused on adaptability and 
performance across diverse Kansas conditions. 
We will highlight promising selections and 
discuss establishment and pest management 
considerations. 

 

♦ Managing Small Vertebrate Pests                          
— Dr. Drew Ricketts 
This stop will cover practical approaches to 
managing moles and other small vertebrate 
pests in turf and landscapes. Learn to identify 
activity and select effective, responsible control 
methods. 

 

Extra available stops: Cut-flower production 
(sunflowers), industrial hemp, and woody plant 
propagation (Burr Oak and male Eastern Redcedar). 
 

Box lunches will be available to take as you leave 
after the tour. You are welcome to explore! 

 

 

Kansas Turf and Ornamentals Field Day 
Registration Form 

  Number of persons attending field day 
x $35.00 per person (includes lunch) 

 
  Lunch Sponsor @ $250 (includes registration) 

 
Name(s) of individuals attending field day: 

 

 

 

 

Company      

Mailing address      

City   State  __ Zip _________  

Phone number   
 

E-mail  _ 
 

Total : $   
 

 Check payable to KTF enclosed. 
 

  Credit Card Type:  _____ 
 

Number:   
 

Exp.   Security Code   ____________ 
 

Name on card (print)   
 

OR you can register online at 
https://2026turfday.eventbrite.com  

Please return by July 27 to: 
KTF Turf and Ornamental Field Day 

1712 Claflin, 2021 Throckmorton PSC 
Manhattan, KS 66506-5507 

 
Questions? HNRExtDir@ksu.edu or crboyer@ksu.edu 

LUNCH SPONSOR 
If you would like to help sponsor lunch, the cost is 
$250. Signage will be at the lunch site, and recognition 
given to those sponsors the day of the event, on our 
website, and in the newsletter. 

CREDIT HOURS 
Pesticide recertification credit hours for commercial 
pesticide applicators: 

1 hr in 3B and 1hr in 3A 
AND 

.25 GCSAA education points 
 

VENDORS 
Exhibitors can set up the day before. Please contact HNR 
Extension at HNRExtDir@ksu.edu if you are 
interested. 

https://2026turfday.eventbrite.com/
mailto:HNRExtDir@ksu.edu
mailto:crboyer@ksu.edu
mailto:HNRExtDir@ksu.edu
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